Topic: The Creation, the Crisis and the Cross
Life Journey can be summarised into creation, crisis and the cross.
A. Creation: God’s intent was originally for man to have relationship with him by always dwelling in his presence and to have dominion. Gen 1:26-30
B. Crisis: The enemy came to steal, kill and destroy that relationship and ultimately making man to lose dominion. John 10:10
The same craftiness the enemy used for the fall of a man was attempted with Jesus – Luke 4: 1-14 (food, Sight and identity)

Interestingly, during the temptation the woman responded with God’s word in Genesis 3:2-3
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”

Man fell with the very first temptation – Genesis 3:6
 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it
Interestingly, the craftiness remains the same – make the instant gratification bigger that the glory that is ahead.

C. The Cross:
What do you do when what you are seeing contradicts what God has said to you?
Examples: 
you want to praise God while you are facing a difficult challenge
You want to pay your tithe when what you have is not even enough to cover your bills
Keep believing when it feels like nothing is changing
The two thieves on the cross: One could see the suffering and thought why not deliver yourself while one chose to walk by faith and he got saved.
Even when you overcome a temptation, the devil only leaves for a season. He keeps sharpening his weapon of craftiness around instant gratification.
Luke 4:13 -   When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.
1. Keep winning in private just like Jesus did with that temptation and at the garden of Gethsemane 
Sometime your greatest battle comes after you have spent some quality time with God and he has revealed things to you. The battle is always there to detour you form the plans of God. However, we need to focus on the glory ahead
The temptation/challenge you are facing right now is evidence that a breakthrough is very much around the corner
Luke 4:14 -  Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. 15 He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.
2. Know that God works everything for good
If the devil had known, he wouldn’t have crucified Jeus
I Cor 2:6-8 
We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 No, we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 

3. Mind what you focus on.
Proverbs 3:5-8
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil. This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones.

Heb 12:2
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

II Cor 5: 7 – For we walk by faith not by sight


4. Keep declaring what you have received from God
Revelation 12: 11
They triumphed over him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony;
they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.
Declaration of the word of God even in glaring circumstances just like Jesus did.
Declare the power of resurrection, the power of the blood and your sonship.
Speak your position in God to the situation.
